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piece of the Rock for your ufe j as alfb to fignifie to me the 
dine» when they intend to uncover it 5 that, if poflible, we 
may make fome fuch Experiments, as you have intimated* 
That parcel of Natural Salt, which the inftrument brought 
up, clivers that faw it aflure me, was as hard as Allotfty and as 
pure; and when pulverized, became an Excellent, fine and 
IharpSalt* The firftdifcovererofit was one J(7^»5^/if)^« of 
HaltoK, about Ladji'day laft, as he was fearching for Coals on 
the behalf of the Lord of the Soil, William Marhury of Mar. 
bury E^uire. This is all I can at prefent ferve you in j only 
I am confulting diligent and experienced perfons concerning 
the praftife of the Agriculture of this Country, and hope ere 
long to give you fuch an account as f can j though I cannot 
hope to difcover any thing worth the notice of that truly 
Royal Society* It will be enough to (atisfie my ambition, if I 
may but be continued in your thoughts as a Well-wiiher to 
fuch Noble perfons and defigns. In confidence whereof I 
rub(cribe,&c. 

An Accom^t given by a Fhrentin Patrician, call'd Jo. Bat- 
rifta Donius, concerning away efreftoring the Salubrity of 
the Country about Rome : Extracted out of the ninth [ta- 
lian Giornale de Letterati ; and Enghjh'i m fol- 
lowi. 
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'He Campagne otRome, fwbich is that Traft of Land, 
that is deftituteof Inhabitants and Trees, and extends 
itieif for many miles, tsikm^ ia Latiuvf, and part of the an- 
cient -?«z^i«/, and o{ Tufeafty,) would be of great ufe to the 
State, and of fubfiftence to the people, ifit could be Inhabi- 
ted without that great danger to health, which now 'tis Co 
much noted and fear'd for , Phyfitians efteeming, that from 
the Summtr-Solftice unto the Autumnal Equinox, the Air of 
it is fo bad and noxious, that it would be great raftineis to 
dwell there : A malignity, which in former Ages it was free 
froro,at lcaft,in that ofCiserc, who, as appears by his Leiters 
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lived thfrt in the Summer- months, went from one place to a- 
nother,and return*d to Rome^ without making mention of any; 
fuch danger* Wheretore that Country not being unwhole- 
fome of its own Nature,but from ad ventitious caufes, it is pro- 
bablCjiharthofe may be removed 5 as hath beenpropofed by 
"jo. Battijia DoKJm^ in hii Book De Rcfiitmnda Sahd>ritaie ^gri 
Romafii, 

This Author having in the beginning delivcr'd fomcCon- 
Jldenitions touchingthe Air offip^/ejand fliew'dj that it never 
was.nor isjthrakibriouSjas 'tis thought , proceeds to that ofthc 
Country about Rome, and 

fVr/^jdefcribesboththe Antientand Prefent flate and dif- 
pofition of the Roman Campagne; noting the fituation of 
many antient places^ feveral. particulars about the Greatneli 
andCompafs of thcCity offitf/ae, and the Number of its In- 
habitants. Jufm Lipjiw, out of his great partiality to Old 
Rome, believed, there were in it four Millions of men j but 
this Author thinks it much, if there was fo much as oneMirf. 
lion. 

Secoftdlj/y he examines the caufes, which render this Ro- 
man Territory fo unhealthfull 5 affigning them to be the Sou-- 
thern Winds reigning there ^ the many ftanding Waters, the 
lownefsofthefliore j the inconftancy of the Weather 5 and 
the exceflive heat of the Summer. 

Jhirdly^ he difcourfes of the Remedies; efteeming that, 
as the infalubrity of that Campagne began only after it was 
wafted and difpeopled, by the incurfions of thofe Barbarous 
Nations, that invaded 7^^/;' , and deftroyed the habirations 
that were, there yfo the Air would recover its former good 
temperature,if that Country were again Inhabited, and tilled 
as before. So that, ^//^/^?, thofe Fields have no other no- 
xicufneft from Nature, buttheexcefs of heat and moifturcj 
and a'fudden change of Winds; things, which indeed are apt 
to iocommodfj but not to make extraordinarily fick, much 
Ilfs kill the Inhabitants. And then, as to the evils that have 
Ijeea occafion'd by mens negligence j he thinks it an eafie 

th-ing 



(2019^ 

thing to r«tnove them i fuch as are many ftagnant watery, 
which he judgeth may be e^fily drained away into the neigh- 
bom ing Rivers by means of Channels; neglefted hitherto, 
Ihe^reatcft evil are theri'»//«Lakes,and all that flat (hore of 
the SeajWhencethe Sun c> t adls ftore of noxious fteams, which 
jnfedt the Air, being diffuf^d by the Southern wicds through 
the neighbouring CouDtry, tTpccially by the SoutbEaft- 
Winds, which traverfing the length of thufc Lakes, raife and 
carry away with them pertiftrous vapors. This Evil the Au- 
thor would remedy by draining thofe grounds, and by let- 
ting into them running and live waters^ as alfo by planting 
woods of Pine- treesi that fhould cover that Campagne and 
Rome it felf from thofe pernicious Lakes. 

Which being done, he would have the Houftsfor the nev/ 
Inhabitants built o^raifed ground, clofe joyned together in 
the forme of Ca files, there being no better remedy againlt 
an ill Air than that of many Fires kept clofe together. And 
here he advifes.thatthe Churches.Granariesand Ammunhion- 
houfts, and other high Buildings (hould beraifed toward the 
South, thereby to (helter fuch Caftles from the Winds that 
blow from that quarter. But above all things he recommends, 
that good and wholefome Waters may be conveighed thither; 
a thing little lels neceflary for life than Air it felf ; On which 
occafionhegivethanaccurateaccGunt of all the Fountains, 
Rivers, and other frefn Waters, that are to be found in that 
Campagne. 

Haying faid this,he declareth fo great a confidence of his in 
thefe means well managed, that he is perfwaded, the Inhabit 
tants would foon prove very numerous there^efpecially if men 
were by the chief Governours of JKtfwe encouraged wuh the 
conceffion of great priviledges and with good ufage to fettle ia 
that place. 
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